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Program Notes 

Echoes From the Battlefield is a work that marks the 100-year anniversary of the 

beginning of World War I.  It is a medley of four songs that were popular in and 
around this time period. 

Over There begins this medley.  Its lyrics reflect American’s thought at that time that 
the war would be short in length.  It’s been said that George Cohan later recalled that 
the words and music to the song came to him while travelling by train from New 
Rochelle to New York shortly after the U.S. had declared war against Germany in 
April 1917.   It’s a Long Way From Tipperary is a British music hall song that was 

allegedly written for a 5-shilling bet.  Well-known tenor of the time John McCormack 
recorded the song and boosted its popularity.  It’s a Long Way From Tipperary was 
atypical for a wartime song as its lyrics concentrated on the longing for home as 
opposed the inciting of soldiers as other war songs normally did.  Keep the Home 
Fires Burning was first published under the title ‘Til the Boys Come Home.  It was also 

recorded by John McCormack and focused on the longing of returning home after 
the hard fought toils of war.  Pack Up Your Troubles in Your Old Kit-Bag, and Smile, 
Smile, Smile! was one of a number of a large number of British music hall songs 

aimed at maintaining morale, recruiting for the forces, and defending the country’s 
war aims.   

I hope that you have fun playing and enjoy this piece! 

About the Arranger 

Darren Jenkins is a native of Topeka, Kansas. He is a graduate of Washburn 
University and the University of Kansas, where he studied composition with James 
Barnes. An award-winning composer, his works have been performed and recorded 
by various groups across the country, as well as internationally. He has written 
successfully for virtually every area of instrumental music. In addition to his work as a 
composer/arranger, Jenkins also enjoys a successful career as a music educator.  
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