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Program Notes 

A Festive Holiday Greeting is a Holiday work that incorporates the three Christmas carols, O’ 
Christmas Tree, We Three Kings, and We Wish You a Merry Christmas in the style of a bold, 
Spanish/Latin fanfare and dance.  Each carol or section is separated by the introductory 
fanfare, and within each carol/section, other holiday melodic fragments can be heard (for 
example, in mm. 31-the down beat of 33 the trombones, euphoniums and other tenor voices 
play a small fragment of Jingle Bells)   

Work toward keeping an energetic and bright tempo throughout this piece.  Be sure that the 
important melodic lines are always prominent, and work to make all the articulations precise 
to help keep the style as accurate as possible.  Balance of parts is extremely important, 
especially with the solo percussion instrument measures…but make sure that the latin 
“flavor” instruments that are used (Maracas, Castanets, Vibra Slap, Tambourine) can be heard 
during the ensemble sections when they are used…as they give the Spanish/Latin feel the 
work needs. 

I hope that you have fun playing and enjoy this piece! 

About the Arranger 

Darren Jenkins is a native of Topeka, Kansas. He is a graduate of Washburn University and 
the University of Kansas, where he studied composition with James Barnes. An award-
winning composer, his works have been performed and recorded by various groups across 
the country, as well as internationally. He has written successfully for virtually every area of 
instrumental music. In addition to his work as a composer/arranger, Jenkins also enjoys a 
successful career as a music educator.  
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